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4. What are some ways that people get rid of trash?

People get rid of trash by burning it, throwing it away
(goes to landfills), or recycling it.

5. What does it mean to recycle something? What is the difference
between reducing, reusing, and recycling?

Recycling means to take a material and make another
product out of that same material.

To reduce something means to use less of it, like only one
squirt of soap instead of several.

To reuse something means to use it again for the same
purpose, like buying a water bottle and filling it, cleaning it,
and filling it again.

An example of recycling is old tires are cleaned and chopped
up into small pieces to use as flooring in inflatable sports
domes.
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Vocabulary - to be added to student's glossary in the back of their notebook.

Trash/Waste - any material that is not wanted anymore, not useful
Landfill - a specially designed site used for the disposal of waste

Decompose - break down into simpler materials

Reduce - to use less material or to choose one with less packaging

Reuse - to use again, without transformation into a new product

Recycle - to turn used materials into new products again
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3. What did the activities and readings in this lesson help you to

understand about what happens to your trash? (What have you leamned?)
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1. Think of something that decomposes. Describe what it means for that item to decompose.
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3. Which of the three R's of recycling (reduce, reuse, recycle) uses the least amount of
resources? Explain your ideas.

Student responses:

Reuse uses less resources than recycling because recycling uses
trucks, machines, and energy. When we reuse we don't change the
product. We refill it, or use a few resources to fix it or change it a bit.

When we reduce we use less resources because we use less product
to start with and don't make as much waste to take care of.

4. Describe ways that you could reuse an item at home that you usually put in the
trash. Make a bird feeder out of a drink container. Make a pet toy out of
an old t-shirt. Turn an old t-shirt into dust rags.
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